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As we head toward Easter Sunday I speak on the theme, “The Glory of His Teaching.”  Several scriptures: “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God,” the confession of Nicodemus, John 3:2.  

“No one ever spoke the way this man speaks,” the temple guards, John 8:46.  

Jesus own self confession: “You call me teacher and Lord and rightly so for that is what I am.”  John 13:13.

If I were to establish criteria of what makes a great teacher and look at the life of the Lord as a model I would put forward these three criteria.  

One, the great teacher is person centered.  The teachers who have had the most profound impact on my life are the ones who took an interest in me.  Not only in the classroom but outside the classroom.  

I had a seminary teacher who was absolutely brilliant.  He was fluent in many languages, one of the leading scholars in the evangelical world.  But he was an absolute devastation as a teacher.  In is hour long lectures it as hard to learn anything because he never looked at his students.  He had his gaze fixed at a point in the ceiling and he proceeded to lecture to that point for the solid hour.  It was unnerving.  There is great deal of difference between a scholar and a teacher.  So often teaching is the transference of what is in the teacher’s notebook to what is in the student’s notebook without it going through the head of either the student or the teacher.  Sermons can be that way.  What is in the preacher’s notebook into the congregation.  

Jesus made it a goal to never simply transfer information.  What he wanted to do was to transform students.  He came to transform our lives.  

We see a model of his person-centeredness in his encounter with the Samaritan women in John 4.  In a matter of moments he leads her, he teaches her all the way from a starting point of talking about water to an experience of having everlasting life.  What were the secrets of this encounter.  There are so many illustrations we could select of the Lord’s person-centeredness.  I focus on this one as an example.  He began where she was.  Her mind was on water so he started with water.  The key to good teaching is to know where your audience is

You may have a ton of information to communicate but that information cannot be communicated unless one can focus in on the student’s ability to comprehend it.  

Jesus the great teacher starts where we are.  Whatever our need is he starts addressing it.  You can go to his word and begin to find him talking to us.

The second great thing about the Lord and his person-centeredness was he awakened this woman’s curiosity.  He said to her, “If you knew what I could give to you, you would ask of me and you would have living water.”  He awakens her curiosity.  No teacher can be successful unless the student’s mind is open.  Unless the student’s imagination is challenged.  A teacher can give reams of homework to his student or give no homework.  He can give tons of material or give none.  But it is of no avail if the student does not have somehow an awakened imagination to take it in and thirst for it.  Jesus has the unique ability and has it still as a teacher to make us thirst.  To make us want to probe into him.  That’s why as Christians we study the scriptures because he has awakened with in us this avid desire to learn from him.  For his words are life.  

Third, Jesus showed respect for her as a person.  No demeaning talk.  No second class citizenship.  No talking down to her.  The Lord regards our worth as something very precious to him.  He sees us as more worthwhile than we ever see ourselves.  This woman was treated by him in a way no one had ever treated her.  In a way she had not even treated herself.  

Fourth, he led by progressive steps.  He takes this woman, beginning with a conversation about water.  Then they talk about the difference between Jews and Samaritans, about living water, about him being greater than our fathers, about eternal life, about here to worship.  

Then finally a revelation of the Lord’s own Messiahship.  All done a stage at a time.  Had the Lord started off the conversation by saying I’m the Messiah there would have been no context for her to understand or appreciate that.  

The Lord works with us as teacher in our lives in progressive steps.  We don’t arrive at max at the start of our Christian walk.  But it is a travel and experience with him.  The Lord does not come to us in the first instances as though he was a first grade teacher walking into a classroom with a Shakespeare book thrusting it under the kids’ noses and saying, Here, read this.  He teaches us the alphabet, he teaches us grammar, he gets us one step at a time.  Jesus provides with that progressive learning experience, learning activity.  He gave the disciples homework.  He gave them testing, not classroom kind.  But you’ll find in the gospels Jesus giving the disciples assignments.  You’ll find him testing them.  And you’ll find them growing through participatory learning.  Which is the only way we learn anyway when we do it ourselves.  

Then the great thing at all in his person-centeredness.  He disclosed himself to her.  I who speak to you am he.  To disclose the Lord’s presence to us is a Mark of great teaching for great teaching is more than communication of a subject.  It the revelation of a life.  Where I as a teacher it’s not critical but with the Lord it is absolutely essential.  For not only is his words life but his person is life.  He opened himself to this woman.

It’s interesting when you look at his discourse with Nicodemus he never fully discloses himself to Nicodemus because Nicodemus has closed his imagination and his curiosity and is bantering with Christ in theological rhetoric.  But to this woman Jesus fully discloses himself.  It’s not enough to simply speak of Jesus the teacher as revealed in the gospels.  We must speak of Jesus as the teacher in our own life.  He wants to refurnish our minds.  To take the old furniture out and put the new furniture in.  He wants to purify our emotions.  He wants his teaching to awaken and to empower our will.  He is person-centered.  We know this from day one of our Christian life.  Just the song “Jesus loves me, this I know,” tells us that at the bottom line Christ is teacher, is person-centered.  

But great teaching is not simply built on one leg of the stool.  There are other legs, which make the complete teacher.  The second facet of Christ as teacher is that he is the authority.  

The remarkable thing about Jesus is not only is he person-centered but he teaches with authority.  And his authority is remarkable.  Look at these indications of his authority.  First his authority is complete from the outset of his ministry.  What do I mean by that?  

Ten years ago I began pastoring this church.  I know more now than I did ten years ago.  I realize God has done a lot of shaping in my life in the last ten years.  Hopefully what I say now about the scripture is more deep rooted with a sense of authority than it was ten years ago.  

The remarkable thing about Christ, the words that he speaks at the beginning of his ministry are as valid and are as binding as what he says at the close of his ministry.  He never grows, so to speak.  Once he begins his ministry every word out of his mouth is authoritative and it is the word of God.  It’s complete without further growth.  

Two, his authority is remarkable in that it is complete in spite of his relative youth.  How old was Jesus when he preached the Sermon on the Mount?  Thirty.  The greatest sermon that has ever been preached was preached by a young Galilean carpenter standing out in the open air and he was thirty years of age.  If you study the Sermon on the Mount you will find that that sermon has it together.  It has a proposition – the kingdom of God.  It has an introduction.  It has organization.  It has illustration.  It has closing.  It is together.  

Jesus at one occasion in his ministry said, “He who has seen me has seen the Father.”  And for anyone who ever thought God was some old grandpa figure in the sky who doesn’t know what’s going on must remember that when Jesus “He who has seen me has seen the Father,” he was thirty years of age and raises the question, Is God over thirty?  

God in the person of Jesus Christ taught with full authority at a young age.  

The third remarkable thing about his authority is that it will never be superceded by another.  No one is going to replace him as the authority.  My authority is a relative authority.  It is only waiting for someone else that has deeper insight, more tools, and better grasp to explore the scripture in a more profound way.  My authority will be superceded by another.  

But not so his.  Who can supercede this kind of authority – “The Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sin.”  Who can supercede this sort of authority – “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  The critical question comes in our own lives do we live under his authority?  As teacher, he is the authority.  Do we live under his authority?  

In preparation for this message I decided to go through the Sermon on the Mount and conduct a series of questions which would help us look at the Sermon on the Mount in a fresh context and make a personal decision as to whether or not we were living under Christ’s authority.  Fifteen questions by which you can determine to what extent you’re living under Christ’s authority as it relates to the Sermon on the Mount.


Do I rejoice when I suffer because of my Christian faith?  Jesus says “Rejoice when people persecute you on account of me.”  


Do I seek reconciliation in a strained or broken relationship even when I’m not at fault?  If you bring a gift to the altar and there remember your bother has something against you, go find your brother, be reconciled, then come and offer the gift.”  Do I seek reconciliation even if I’m not at fault?


Do I put out of my life on a consistent basis the visual and the tactile that lead me to lust?  Jesus says “Pluck out your eye, cut off your hand.”  Hyperbole for putting out of the visual and tactile senses those things, which lead to lust.  Whether it be things through the eye gate or the touch gate.


Would I be inclined to divorce my spouse and remarry another for any other cause other than my spouses unrepented adultery or my spouse’s refusal to live with me because of my Christian faith?  In other words the Lord puts a prescription or a ban on divorce and remarriage unless there has been unrepented of adultery, unless there has been refusal of an unbeliever to live with a believer.  All other grounds he excludes.  There comes the question as to whether or not at that point we agree with his authority.


Is my word absolutely reliable?  “Let your yea be yea and your nae be nae.”  When I speak, when I make a promise can I be depended upon?  Is my word true?  


Do I return good for evil?  When somebody comes against me, how do I respond?  Do I return good for evil?  


Do I pray for the people who don’t like me or who have hurt me?  “Pray for those who persecute you.  Bless them.  Do good to them.”


Do I give away money or pray or fast in secret rather than making a self serving religious display?  “Do your acts of piety in secret,” the Lord says.  


Am I storing up treasures in heaven rather than on earth?  


Would an observer of my life conclude that serving God is more important to me than making money?  “You cannot serve God and mammon.”


Do I live generally free from anxiety and worry?  “Be not anxious.”


When I am audited by the internal revenue service will the examiner conclude that I have sought first the kingdom of God?


Do I see my own faults rather than focusing more on the faults of another?  “Don’t take out the speck in your brother’s eye if there is a log in your own.”  


Am I persistent in seeking God’s best for my life?  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God.”


Do I stand true to my Christian commitment even when such a stand is unpopular with most of the people I am with at the time?

Fifteen questions.  How did you do?  Anybody perfect?  Don’t raise your hand!  These questions for me put in a whole sharp new focus the radicalness of Christ’s authority.  The radical call he makes on life.  The radical commitment that is involved.  No wonder when the Sermon on the Mount is concluded this phrase is used: “When Jesus finished these things [finished saying these things] the crowd was amazed at his teaching.”  We’re still amazed when we consider those kind of statements tat he made put in a different form to us, in the form of questions.  He taught with authority.  Full authority, the whole counsel of God he declared to us.

The mark of a great teacher is that he’s person centered and that he has authority.  Christ succeeds on both counts.  

The third mark of a great teacher is that the great teacher makes students to be like himself.

Every year Harvard produces a group of brilliant graduates.  This is partly so because they only take the top high school students to begin with.  To take an A student and to graduate him four years later as an A student is not so big a deal.  To take a C student and graduate the C student four years later as an A student is a tremendous momentous accomplishment.  

I would submit to you that Christ in taking us doesn’t start with all A students.  And his first choice of disciples reflect that he did not take the cream of the crop.  He took a broad swath – the middle cut.  One or two from the top of the class, one or two from the bottom of the class, the rest sort of in between.  And look what he did.  He made them like himself.  In fact the Lord by his own lips says this, “The student is not above his teacher but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.”  Luke 6:10.  

Sure enough that happens after the day of Pentecost when they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled ordinary men they were astonished and they took note: these men had been with Jesus.  The extraordinariness of Jesus is that he does not say, “Do as I say,” but “Become as I am.”  He implants his person in our lives.  He says, “If you will come to me, I’ll make you like myself.”

I would submit that for any other teacher to say that would involve a certain brashness, a certain lack of humility.  But for Christ to say, “I will make you like I am,” is a mark of great truth and meaning.

It’s always a marvel to me that God looking at the broken image of himself in our human nature and psyche should be able to find in it once again his face in the person of Jesus Christ and be able to are put it together, re-knit it, reshape it and bring out of our life no less than the glory of God in the personality of Christ living out from us.  Jesus still gives us the invitation “Come unto me and I will make you…” “Come unto me and I will give you…” “Come unto me and you shall find…” 

In praise of Jesus Christ.


Lord, you are teacher.  Men called you rabbi.  People walked for miles to hear your words.  You taught in story and metaphor.  You taught in example, word and deed.  Whenever you open your mouth there are words of life coursing from you as living water.  Give us Lord into our lives a hunger to hear a new again and again your word, coming to us that it might abide in us, dwelling richly.  Live in us as teacher.  Lord, there are so many circumstances and choices, which we must make every day of our lives.  Fill us with your teaching and your wisdom that we might have the resources to make the kinds of choices to react with the kinds of responses that will find us always as your people in this world.  There may be some here today Lord who in this little questionnaire have come face to face with some unpleasant things in their lives about their response to you as authority.  Where this unpleasantness is a result of self-flagellation because we put ourselves down, lift it and restore to that persons the joy of his being in you.  But where that uncomfortableness is a result of the probing of your Spirit focusing in on the area of conscious or subtle disobedience to you then Lord by your Spirit come and root out the decay and rot of willful sinful disobedience in you life and make us conformable again to your will, to your word, to your person.  Bring us unto thyself.  Make us people like after your own life and heart.  We pray it in the name of the Lord.  Amen.  
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