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In the weeks leading up to Easter I’ve been sharing a series of sermons simply called “In Praise of Jesus Christ.”  Last week we looked at “The Glory of Christ’s Resurrection.”  Today I want us to look at an unusual topic for an Easter Sunday morning, but it is “The Glory of Christ’s Return.”   

I read from Acts 1:1-11 “In my former book Theophilus I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  After his suffering he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion while he was eating with them he gave them this command, ‘Do not leave Jerusalem but wait for the gift my Father promised which you have heard me speak about.  For John baptized with water but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’  So when they met together they asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.’  After he said this he was taken up before their very eyes and a cloud hid him from their sight.  They were looking intently up into the sky when he was going when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus who has been taken from you into heaven will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.’”

This Easter Sunday as all Easter Sundays marks the morning Jesus rose again from the grave.   But the story of Jesus does not end with the resurrection.   He appears for forty days to his disciples. He ate with them.  He talked with them.   He taught scripture to them.  After those forty days he ascended into heaven where he sat down at the right hand of God.   

God did more than raise Jesus from the dead.  He has exalted him to his own right hand, the place of all power and all authority from which Jesus will come gain.

I want to put several questions before you today on this Easter Sunday about the Second Coming of the Lord.   

The first is simply, Why isn’t the Second Coming of Jesus Christ taken seriously by many people?  Perhaps you are here and you do not take it seriously.  What are the reasons?  

One may be that the resurrection is not regarded as fact.   It’s difficult to believe in a returning Christ when one still has the picture of a dead Christ, a dead Christ who is not coming back.   Only a living Jesus can return.   Last Sunday we laid the foundation for faith in the resurrection as being based not upon our feeling but upon the premise of sense and logic that alone gives the best credence of any theory to what happened to Jesus.   Jesus is alive.   A living Christ is a returning Christ.

Maybe the Second Coming of Christ isn’t taken seriously because there has been such a long time elapse between the resurrection and this present moment.   After all it’s been 2000 years since that earth-splitting event on the first Easter.   

We remember though the word of Saint Peter that a day with the Lord is as a thousand years.  Using those kinds of calculations Jesus has only been gone into heaven for two days on God’s timetable.  Just two days.   Martin Luther said, “I live as though Jesus Christ died yesterday, rose again today and is returning tomorrow.”   A song in our hymnal puts it this way:  “Yesterday he died for me, today he lives for me, tomorrow he comes for me.”

I’m glad that the Lord has taken a long time to return.  I’m very glad that he did not come prior to 1941.   If he’d come prior to 1941 I would not have been part of those who will enjoy eternity with him.   And you may in your own lifetime too be grateful that the Lord has delayed his coming.  It’s made it possible for you to be included in that number.   

Another reason why the Second Coming may be disbelieved is that there has been at times a lack of credibility among Christians because of the speculative emphasis upon the Lord’s return.   I can show you books that were written in World War II that prophesied who the antichrist was, sort of set dates without ever explaining it.  Just simply dropped hints that it would be around this period.   I can spot on the horizon today date setters, people who guess about the time frame the Lord is going to come, about the timeframe the church is going to go up.  I can show you people who have ideas about the antichrist and who he is.  A whole lot of stuff has many time discredited the biblical teaching on the Second Coming.   The Lord here specifically tells his disciples that we not only won’t know the date but the times are in his hands as well.  And that it is not for us to know.   

Let us not be driven away from the biblical teaching of the Lord’s return by a lack of credibility on the part of some.  

Another reason why the Lord’s coming may not be believed is that we might prefer that our lives not be interrupted.   C. S. Lewis puts it this way, “The doctrine of the Second Coming may be to some people intolerably frustrating.   Perhaps you were going to get married next month.  Perhaps you were going to get a raise next week.  Or perhaps you were on the edge of a great discovery and now of all moments Christ may come again!”  Ever felt that way?   I suppose the church when it is in ease and not having any persecution would just assume that Christ not return.  It’s when it’s suffering that we say “I wish Christ would come and get me out of this.”   

I would like to say this. Whatever it is that you wish to experience, the Second Coming of Jesus Christ will be better.  When it happens you’ll not want to trade a thing – even marriage for the Second Coming of the Lord.

Another reason why the Second Coming of the Lord is disbelieved is that it seems scientifically impossible.   Look at the scripture we’ve read today. The Lord is simply lifted up into heaven. And he will simply return from heaven.   Then picture the fact that we sent two men into the space around the earth and what was involved in that.  Then look at Jesus.  He simply went up.   And he didn’t go into orbit either.    He went all the way!  Not in the dim recesses of ten thousand light years out there somewhere. He’s not still traveling ten million light years later.   But in an instant he stepped from this earth, completely outside of his creation, past all the galaxies, past the distances of space flung into space by his own fingers, he stepped out of all of that into the very presence of God.   In a moment.   

We look at that and say, How can that be?  We don’t understand that scientifically.  There are a lot of things people didn’t understand a few years ago that we’re understanding now.  It seems to be that when we’re with the Lord we’ll understand that all too.  God in Christ is way ahead of us in the ascension and in the return.  Our bodies are going to be made like Christ.  Faster is the speed of light is the speed of God.   God has invented a speed that’s even faster than warp speed.   

Another reason why the Second Coming of the Lord may not be believed is that we may not be ready to meet him when he comes.   And who wants Christ to return if you’re not ready to meet him?  There’s some things we can do about that.   

Why is the Lord returning?  Why is he coming?   The first reason is a simple reason. 

He said he would.  We wouldn’t have to go past that if we didn’t want to. Jesus is a person of integrity.   When I give my word to somebody I intend to keep it.   When Jesus gives his word he not only intends to keep it but he has the power to keep it.  He’ll be true to his own nature and his word.  He said he would and he will.

Another reason why he’s coming back though is that he plans a deliverance for us.  There are some thing he’s going to deliver us from.  He’s going to once and for deliver us from death.   Alexander McClaren the great Scottish preacher said this, “The early church though more about the second coming of Christ than about death or heaven. They were not looking for a cleft in the ground called a grave but for a cleavage in the sky called glory. They were not looking for the undertaker but for the upper-taker.”  He comes to deliver us from death, from the lawless one or the antichrist or as John tells us in his epistle even the spirit of the antichrist that is already present in the world, even that spirit which denies that Jesus is Lord.  He comes to deliver us from the awful wrath of God – 1 Thessalonians 5:9 “God has not appointed us to suffer wrath but to obtain salvation.  He comes to deliver us from the curse.  That is the bondage that mankind is in because of his fall into sin.  A bondage which has brought tears and mourning and crying and death and pain and isolation.

The Lord is coming also because he wants us to be forever with him.  If you ever have problems with a low self esteem or poor self image then come to Jesus Christ and begin to know what he has in mind.  Jesus is not returning for people who will be cursed throughout all eternity to continue to have a poor self-image of themselves.  If you have a poor self image now, if you don’t get delivered in this life and you’re a Christian the moment Christ returns you’ll get delivered from it instantaneously because you’ll feel so worthwhile that somebody of the caliber of Jesus Christ wants you to spend eternity with him.   That’s got to do something for your self-image.   

Whenever you’re tempted to have fears of what is going on in the afterlife and what happens after death there need be no fear if we know who’s on the other side – Jesus is there and he wants us to be with him.   

Not only is Jesus there and coming for us but he’s preparing a place for those who love him.   There’s a tremendous degree of difference between preparing a place and preparing a place for someone you love.  Anybody can prepare a place – anybody can clean house.  But to prepare a place for someone you love.  It’s a beautiful thing that we know from the New Testament that tells us that Jesus in his earthly life spent his adult years as a carpenter.  I think there’s something symbolic about that.  It suggests to me that on an eternal level he’s able to craft an excellent place for us.  He said to his disciples, I go away and prepare a place for you.  And he is in love with us.  The place that he’s preparing is tremendously special.   

Paul says, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.”  But God has already revealed it to us by the Spirit. In the scripture we already get an understanding of what God is doing for us, what Christ is doing in the heavens – preparing a place for us.    

Christ is returning because he wants us to be forever with him.   

Another reason why Christ is coming again is because without his coming we cannot go on developing our God given potential.  Death catches us in that potential.  Our bodies grow old while our minds are growing better.   That’s a strange anomaly.  That just when we’re getting wise and smart and mature and knowing how to love it seems like it’s all over.  It doesn’t make sense.  Indeed it doesn’t someone has said, “I wonder what I was begun for when I am so soon done for.”   

The Lord says that’s not the case at all.  He’s coming that we might be forever with him and be made like him for we shall see him as he is.  If you picture heaven as a boring place where you sit around in a rocker all day and sing hymns, you have the wrong idea of heaven.  There is a sense in which heaven will be the expansion of the personhood that he has allowed us to be when he created us in his own image.   

Within a robin’s egg there is a life.  But it is a shut in life.  Wider life awaits.  The wings are in the shell but they are shut up.  There is a sense that now we are in that shell waiting for the wider life which Christ will bring for us.

It doesn’t make sense that death should be the end to anything for us.  It doesn’t make sense that we should be this complicated a mechanism.  If they’re creating a space shuttle that can be re-used, why in the world shouldn’t we think that we’re reusable too?   Only God has planned not that we fly for twenty years but what we sore with him for eternity.   

God has not created us in his image to bring us to a place to be smashed in a thousand pieces.  He intends for us to develop the potential that he’s placed within us.  His return is a way if we have died of our being translated to be with him.  Or if we are alive when he comes of being caught up to meet him so we can continue.  

Christ not only comes for these reasons but he comes also to judge and pass sentence.  To pass sentence in judgment upon our lives as believers, on unbelievers, on the antichrist and false prophet, upon Satan himself.  He comes also to establish his eternal reign of justice.  Isaiah says, “Of the increase of his government there shall be no end.”   

Without knowing what is at the end of life would be like trying to play a football game without a goal line or goal post.  The Lord has told us that he returns.   

What must our response be to the knowledge of Christ’s returning?   I think it’s a very simple response that can be summed up in three words – to be ready.   

Jesus said to his disciples, When I come again will I find faith on the earth?  Will there be people there to meet me?   What better response can we have than a response that says, Lord we’ll be here.  We’ll be ready to meet you.  

What must we do to be ready to meet the Lord when he comes again?  Some people make no preparation for eternity, the most important trip of all.   The basic question about eternity and being right to meet the Lord is simply is our heart right with God?   Have we received Jesus Christ into our life?   If the Lord were to return today, do you have the confidence that you would meet him?  That confidence doesn’t come because you’re a good, perfect person.   It comes because on the hill called Calvary, Jesus the perfect man, the perfect God man too you place and mine and bore our sins in his body on the tree and proved that he was our sin bearer and the one that would be our bridge to God.  He proved that by rising again from the dead.  He says if you will believe in your heart and confess it with your lips you will be saved.  You’ll be part of that bride of Christ, which waits for him to come again.


On this glorious Easter Day our Lord we lift our voce in thanksgiving once more.   Our hearts are filled with joy that not only are your risen but the story of your life goes on. That you now live in the heavens to make intercession for us and to prepare a place for us.  And that you return again for us to receive us unto yourself that where you are we may be also.   This hope galvanizes us, purifies us, prepares us.  We celebrate the glory of your life today.   Father, for persons and friends here that may not have a personal relationship with you or encounter with you and honestly say from the depths of their being that they are unsure that they would be ready to meet you, may this be for them and this moment be for them, a moment of certainty and truth.  A realization that you come into the lives of everyone who calls upon you.  In your name we pray.  Amen.
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