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In Praise of Jesus Christ.  Today “The Glory of His Power.”  Our scripture reading from Matthew 4:23-25, a brief reading from the scripture.  “Jesus went throughout Galilee teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, healing every disease and sickness among the people.  News about him spread all over Syria and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, suffering severe pain, the demon possessed, the epileptic and the paralytic and he healed them.  Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.”  

Last week we looked at the theme, “The Glory of His Teaching.”  The impact though of Jesus of Nazareth is not only through his word but also through his works, his works of power.  To a hostile temple audience Jesus once declared, “Even though you do not believe me, believe the miracle that you may learn and understand that the father is in me and I in the Father.”  Here Jesus is reflecting his great concern if people would only examine the credentials of his work, they would be led to understand and know him personally.

Jesus’ words and his works are two streams by which he refreshes the world with the presence of God.  ​​ Nicodemus attests to the worth of Jesus’ words because of the wonder of Jesus’ works.  “Rabbi we know you are a teacher who has come from God.  For no one could perform these miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.”

Today we look primarily at the power of Jesus as that power is revealed in the gospels.  I would not want to leave a mistaken impression that his wonderful works occurred only when he was in the flesh.  For his wonderful works continue even now.  Jesus not only healed then, he heals now.

I just ask a question as we start this message, how many of you at one time of your life or another have been healed and have independent attestation.  This is it was more than something you just knew personally.  It was something other people knew directly.  You were suffering from something and you prayed to the Lord or you were anointed with oil and were prayed for and you had a healing and there were people about you, independent attestation, it could be doctors, it could be friends, it could be family, but knew that you were healed in answer to prayer.  How many have had that experience?  Abut a third of our audience – a simple demonstration that Jesus is alive and well and in our presence today.  

There are three things I want to speak of today in reference to the glory of Christ’s power.  

One is I want to give praise for the variety of that power.  There are numerous summaries in the gospels, which describe Jesus’ miraculous activities.  Such as the one we have just read from Matthew 4 where whole crowds were coming to him and whole groups of people were being healed.  But if you carefully read the gospels you will find that there are 35 specific miraculous instances that are described in the four gospels.  One of the miraculous instances is described in all four of the gospels – the feeding of the 5000.  The only one described in all four.  Some of the miracles are only described in one gospel.  Others described in two or three.  But if you add them all together as independent units there are 35 specific miracles that Jesus does prior to his own resurrection.  They fall into four different categories.  The variety of his power.

The first category of miracles has to do with his authority over sicknesses.  Half of the miracles are in this category, 18 of the 35 have to do with sickness.  The sicknesses fall into these groupings.  Acute life threatening situations.  There are three in this category.  The nobleman’s son of John 4, the Capernaum centurion’s servant, and Peter’s mother in law ill with a high fever, a life-threatening situation.  Jesus intervenes and grants life.  

The second kind of illness category is internal disorders.  The hemorrhaging woman, the woman who had been bothered by a flow of blood unstoppable for twelve years presses through and touches the hymn of his garment.  Ceremonially according to the book of Leviticus she defiled the Lord when she touched his garment for she should not have been outside touching people at all.  But Jesus’ health and purity is so great that instead of her defilement defiling her, his cleanness cleanses her defilement.  That’s why he stops her and says, “Who touched me?”  He wants her to know that she has done nothing wrong to him.  He’s done everything right to her.  

A man with dropsy is also touched by him – internal disorders.  Dropsy is the accumulation of water in cellular tissue.  

A third kind of sickness or orthopedic disorders.  He heals two paralytics.  One paralytic from birth.  He heals the woman who’s had a deformity of the spine for eighteen years, called the Bent Woman.  He heals the man with the withered hand.  

Another kind of illness is disorder of the skin and nerves – namely leprosy.  Two such miracles in that category.  One an individual leper.  Another one in ten lepers.  

Then there are six miracles, which have to do with sight, sound and hearing loss.  Out of those six miracles at least five are related to blindness.  One is related to deafness and muteness.  

There is another category of illness.  I’m not sure it should be classified as an illness but it involves a reattachment.  He performed surgery on a person.  Peter was the culprit.  He cut off Malchus’s ear.  Jesus takes the ear and reattaches the organ.  

These are the categories into which the eighteen healing miracles break down.  You can add to those categories what Matthew had said in the scripture we read, “He was healing every disease and sickness among the people.”

The second area of his authority is his authority over nature.  Nine such miracles.

The first category that I would identity under that authority over nature is the placement of fish.  Jesus three times in his ministry placed fish in the water right in a strategic moment where they could be caught.  Two times it was a whole school of fish.  Once at the beginning of his ministry.  Once at the end of his ministry.  He put the fish there so the disciples after toiling all night would catch them and thereby know that he was the Lord of their occupation.  And he was also going to prove himself to be the Lord of the harvest of fish [that is persons] whom he brought into his kingdom.  

On another occasion, Jesus has one fish ready for Peter with a shekel in its mouth so that Peter could pay the temple tax.  Placement of fish.

Have you ever found the Lord placing fish in your life?  When you run into a dead wall financially and you knew your back was against the wall and the Lord had to intervene and somewhere the resources came for you to continue.  How many have had that experience?  The Lord has provided financially?  

Another kind of nature miracle – there are three of these – are drink and food transformation miracles.  Water to wine, the feeding of the four thousand, and the five thousand.  Interestingly enough these food and drink transformation miracles all had to do with hospitality.  Jesus doesn’t do it just to give people something to talk about.  But each time they had run out and desperately something was needed and there were no resources on hand.  So the good host that Jesus is he made the going easier by doing something in the area of food and drink transformation.  

Another category of miracles are storm miracles.  There are two of those.  Jesus quiets a storm and another time he walks on the water in the midst of the storm.  There is only one destructive miracle.  He curses the fig tree.  

A third broad category of the variety of his power is his authority over demons.  There are five specific instances of demon possession deliverances in the gospels.  Of course many summery statements but five specific instances involving three adults and two children.  Characteristics are demon possession are a variety of symptoms.  There was a variety for example of the gradation of the possession.  The Capernaum demoniac was in much more control of himself than the Gadarene demoniac who lived among the tombs in the mountains and had often been bound with fetters and chains and no one had the strength to subdue him any more.  Far different gradation of depth of possession.

There’s also sometimes an illness associated with the possession.  Such as in one occasion muteness and another occasion epilepsy.  Then there is a daughter of a Phoenician woman who also has possession.

The intriguing thing about Jesus’ contact with demon possessed persons is in his presence the demons always manifest themselves.  This is also true in the book of Acts.  Jesus never diagnoses someone.  He never says, “You have a demon.”  Nor do the apostles.  The demon itself always erupts in the presence of either Christ or the apostles.  I think this takes a great deal away from those who like to try to be demon hunters.  Demons will automatically have to manifest themselves in the presence of spiritual power and authority.  They will erupt and they will stand out.

Furthermore, Jesus simply speaks to the demons.  He doesn’t wrestle with them.  He doesn’t even touch them.  He simply orders them to be silent.  He doesn’t get in a dialogue with them about some metaphysical aspect of the afterlife or whatever.  He simply shuts them down.  He doesn’t want their testimony even though they’re the only ones at the beginning of his ministry who know who he really is.  He doesn’t want their testimony.  He simply shuts them down.

The fourth category of miracles is over death.  There are three such miracles.  Jairus’ daughter who’s been dead for minutes.  The widow’s son at Nain who had been dead for a day.  And Lazarus who had been dead for four days.  All of these occurred as a result of family intervention, coming to the Lord and asking him to do something.  There appear to be only these three raisings from the dead.  Unlike the healing miracles, in which there were 18 and then it says, many were healed and they came from all over.  These appear to be the only raisings that occur prior to Christ’s own resurrection.  There’s never a summary statement anywhere that other raisings from the dead occurred.  

This is simply observing what’s there in the gospel.  It’s not making any spiritual conclusions about it.  We’ll do that in a moment.  These are simply the variety of his power as revealed to us in the gospel.

Let’s look for a moment to praise the Lord in his methods in his miracles.  Let’s look at the fact that he has right motivation.  His motivation for doing a miracle is his compassion for the needy and to establish his identity.  He does not do miracles in a manipulative kind of way.  He never hangs a banner outside of his tent and says “Signs and miracles being done here tonight.  Come out and bring cash with you.”  His miracles are done because there’s an ever-present need.  He does not grandstand with the miracles.  Frequently in fact he tells people not to tell when they’ve been healed.  That’s one of the stunning things.  You’re reading through the gospels and you find Jesus healing somebody and then he says, “Don’t tell anybody about it.”  

Some of the time when he says that that is his way of giving alms in secret.  So his motive is out of pure love and also his miracles establish his identity as we have noted earlier in Jesus’ statement in John 10.  

The second feature of his ministry as to his methods is it is a no-charge ministry.  He does not use miraculous gifts for personal gain.  In fact he never even does a miracle to benefit himself other than the resurrection which is the only miracle for Christ’s miracle.  And that miracles is for our benefit also.  He does not turn stones into bread.  He does not come down from the cross.  He does not ask angels to save him.  His ministry is one of truly giving to others.  Never a miracle to spare himself suffering or to spare himself a rugged lot.  A no charge ministry given freely to others.  In fact there are no stings ever attached ever to his healing.  He never says to a person, “If you promise to be good for the rest of your life I’ll heal you.”  And he doesn’t say to Malchus when he’s holding his ear in his hand, “Malchus, if you don’t lay down that sword and go AWOL from this arresting group I’m going to keep this ear.  You’ll never see it again.”  No conditions to Malchus.  Just puts his ear back on him and probably Malchus went right back to what he was doing before Peter knocked the ear off.  No strings.  No charge.

He had a retaliation free ministry.  Jesus never used the miracle other than on the fig tree, which was a nature parable he wanted to communicate.  He never used the miracle power that he had destructively.  He didn’t say, “You go along with me and we’ll wither everyone here!”  The disciples wanted him to use his power that way.  Luke 9 tells us that he wanted him to bring down fire on a Samaritan village.  Jesus refused to use the ministry of miracles in a retaliation way.  

Another thing about his method in miracles is that there is instantaneous completion.  He finished work immediately.  There is only one progressive healing that I can think of off hand.  It was the healing of a blind man who first said, “I see men as trees walking,” and then Jesus touched him a second time and that happened only with a matter of moments and it was educational in design.  That is, the Lord wanted to teach him something.  But his miracles were instantly completed.  He never sent people away claiming something they did not actually have.  The proof of the healing was the healing.  

He had a useful purpose in his miracles.  There were no signs for the sake of signs.  He didn’t do things just because people wanted to see him do things.  In act, people came and requested “Do a sign that we may see and believe.”  And he said, “No sign will be given this generation except the sign of Jonah.”  

God is not our cosmic bellhop that we can simply snap our fingers and say, God, do a sign!  Jesus refused to let his signs be used in this kind of a way.  His miracles were useful.  They were attached to some personal need.  Not coming from a standpoint of I’m doubting so do a miracle so I won’t doubt any more.  Never a miracle for that purpose.  

There is also a gentleness in manifestation of the miracles.  There were no hysterics.  Jesus didn’t yell at demons.  He didn’t spit at them.  He didn’t even yell, I think, at the storm.  He simply could stand up and say to the storm “Be still!”  He is in command without being theatrical.  He as someone says, “Wears the velvet glove on the steal hand.”  His touch is gentle but his touch is the touch of iron.  

Not only ought we to look at the variety of the miracles and at the method of the miracles but we ought to ponder a few moments the meaning of the miracles.  The miracles have a meaning past themselves.  In Acts there are three words used to describe supernatural power.  Miracles, wonders and signs.  It’s very interesting that of those three terms not on any occasion does one just occur by itself.  They always occur in sets of two or three.  There is no such thing as a wonder simply occurring for all the wonder does is make people gape in awe.  The wonder is a sign also.  It is a window, through which we look and see something profound and deep about the character of God and the character of Jesus.  When we look at his power over death we see that it is a sign of the fact that life is not a dead end street.  We’ll talk more about that in a couple weeks.  That’s the meaning of his power over death.  He has authority over the thing we have least authority over.  Not a one of us can control the time of our death or the manner of our death.  But Jesus established his authority right from day one to tell us that he is Lord over death.  In regard to Lazarus’ situation he says, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  

It’s very intriguing.  That scripture is a favorite of mine and probably of your too.  We sometimes forget the setting in which it was spoken.  That it was spoken before Lazarus was raised.  It was spoken to Martha.  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Do you believe this?”  And she did.  Her belief in Jesus as the resurrection occurred before she ever saw a demonstration of it.  The same way as we look to Christ for our own resurrection.

Another meaning of his miracles is that his power over demons means that the kingdom of God has already come and entered our realm and our world.  Jesus says “If I cast out demons by the finger of God then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”  

Oscar Kuhlman, the European theologian has given of Christ’s coming and how he’s already won the victory in his first coming.  There’s a difference he points out between D-Day and VE Day.  June 6, 1944 – D-Day.  VE day – Victory in Europe when the war was over – VE was the greatest armada ever assembled in human history.  It’s when the beaches of Normandy were hit and the invasion of Europe began.  But when was VE day – May 8, 1945.  We don’t remember VE day but that’s the day the war was over.  But the day we remember is D-Day.  Yet between D Day and VE Day there were more causalities than any other comparable period of the war.  Yet we look back to World War 2 and we say that’s when World War 2 was won, when Eisenhour’s landing at Normandy was successful.  We do the same in regard to Christ’s victory and his first coming.  Jesus knows this.  He says by my casting out demons know that D-day has occurred.  And VE Day which is when we see Christ finally and when he’s got the whole kingdom of this world wrapped up and in his lap.  He says know that that is a certainty because already I’ve landed.  And between now and his final coming is the moping up operation of his kingdom.  The kingdom has come.  

Thirdly, the meaning of his miracles mean his power over nature establishes Jesus’ identity as he creator and the re-creator.  The gospel tells us “Through Him were made all things that were made.”  He is the creator.  We recognize him as the creator by the fact that when he stands in our room of life he acts like the creator would act.  When the Lord comes he manifests himself as creator by giving signs to attest to his creative power.  

How did he create in the beginning?  By the word of his mouth.  He simply spoke.  You take a miracle, a nature miracle, like the water to wine miracle, we find Jesus simply speaking and it happens.  In the miracle of water to wine at Cana is precisely the miracle that Jesus is doing all around us today but at a slower process.  C. S. Lewis aptly remarked that every year as part of the natural order God makes wine.  He does so by creating a vegetable organism that can turn water, soil and sunlight into a juice, which will under proper conditions become wine.  Once and in one year only God now in the flesh short-circuits the process, makes wine in a moment.  Uses earthenware jars instead of vegetable fibers to hold the water.  He speaks and nature listens.  

When I speak my dog doesn’t even listen to me.  I’m amazed that the word of Christ, he’s in the middle of a storm in a boat.  The disciples think that they’re lost, perishing.  He’s asleep.  He stands up and says, “Peace be still.”  And there’s something built in within nature that hears when Jesus is speaking and immediately obeys him.  The power of his word.  His miracles of nature are a sign of his ability to create and even to recreate.  

A fourth meaning of his miracles is his power over illness is a glimpse into the age when everything is made new and a glimpse also into the reality that he has power over sin.  

When we see a healing now it is but symptomatic of a greater healing that is to come in the age that is dawning upon us when there will be no more pain or sickness or any of these things any more.  The healing when it’s done is only temporary for still there comes a moment when the scriptures says it is appointed unto man once to die.  But the haling is a symbol of some more creation that is yet coming.  

His power over sin is associated also with his miracles.  The paralytic is dropped through the roof.  The man came for healing.  He didn’t come for sins.  Jesus says to him, “My son, your sins be forgiven you.”  Surprising words.  What kind of sins can a paralytic commit?  He can’t rob banks or those kind of things but he can commit interior sins.  Jesus knew that this man’s fundamental problem was not illness at all.  It was sin.  The Pharisees and scribes sitting by said how can this man forgive sin?  And Jesus asked them a question that is both humorous and yet put them on the spot.  He said to them, “Which is easier for you to say, ‘Rise pick up your bed and walk,’ or ‘Your sins be forgiven thee.’” It was not easier for them to say, “Rise, pick up your bed and walk,” because they did not have the power to do that.  And it would have been blasphemous for them to have said, “Your sins be forgiven you.”  So he has them on the horns of a dilemma.  Then he says, “But that you may know that I have authority on earth to forgive sins, I say to you, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk.’” And in one moment he answers the question he has put to the scribes.  He has both authority to heal the body and to forgive sins.  And they’re intricately attached.  His power over the body is a sign that he has power over the spirit.  

I don’t know if you have let Christ yet touch your inner spirit and make you new and forgive your sins.  But that’s the meaning of his power for you if you’re there and that has not yet happened in your life.  The meaning of his power for you today may mean that you’re facing a very impossible situation.  There are two things that can happen in that impossible situation you’re facing.  God can miraculously change the circumstances or he can somehow give you the power to stand in those circumstances.  Miracles is what category one is about – changing the circumstances.  Sometimes God gives unique strength to go through a situation through circumstances he doesn’t change.  We always have to be open to what God may do.  

But either case requires unique intervention of the Lord.  Either change the circumstances or give you the strength.  I would simple encourage you in light of the glorious power of Jesus Christ to let Jesus be free to be Lord of your life and give you the strength that you need in your being today.  

I don’t know if you have let Christ yet touch your inner spirit and make you new and forgive your sins.  But that’s the meaning of his power for you if you’re there and that has not yet happened in your life.  The meaning of his power for you today may mean that you’re facing a very impossible situation.  There are two things that can happen in that impossible situation you’re facing.  God can miraculously change the circumstances or he can somehow give you the power to stand in those circumstances.  Miracles is what category one is about – changing the circumstances.  Sometimes God gives unique strength to go through a situation through circumstances he doesn’t change.  We always have to be open to what God may do.  

But either case requires unique intervention of the Lord.  Either change the circumstances or give you the strength.  I would simple encourage you in light of the glorious power of Jesus Christ to let Jesus be free to be Lord of your life and give you the strength that you need in your being today.  

Our Father, we thank you for the glorious ministry of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ.  Who gave to us signs of his glorious presence and who taught us through his presence that all things are possible.  Who taught us every moment of our existence to not simply look at things as they are but to look at things as to how they might be refashioned by his mighty hand.  So Lord, we do that now.  We look to you, the author and perfector of our faith.  We ask you to take persons in this room now who are struggling with enormous things and hold them securely in your hand and do a wonder in their life today.  It may be that some here have never experienced the wonder of your creation in terms of their spiritual life and they have not yet been made new after your likeness and in your own image.  I pray that today that individual would open their life to receive you.  I pray Lord for the person here who is struggling with a difficult interpersonal relationship which they’ve all but written it off because it is so complex and difficult and even counselors whom they have gone to have said it’s impossible.  Lord, I pray that you will break through what seems to be impossible in the eyes of men and do that which no other power can do.  There are persons here perhaps Lord who are facing grave choices in their life where it just looks like what they’re about to do is so impossible.  Lord, if you’re in it nothing is impossible.  And what you call us to do you will give us the power to do.  I want to thank you, Lord, as we look back over the years and more recent months of development in this church that we have found again and again your sustaining power that what you have called us to do you are on a daily and weekly basis giving us the power to do and we thank you for that.  As we come to these altars in a time of prayer work in every needy heart according to your good pleasure.  We ask in your name.  Amen.  
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