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I don’t know what direction to go when I’ve finished a series.  I try to be especially attentive to what direction the Spirit may signal within my own heart as to what to take up next.  I had been considering giving a Sunday morning series on the theme, “How to Love Yourself.”  That’s a very scriptural theme.  “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  The assumption being that it’s very difficult to love your neighbor better than you love yourself.  So we must learn how to love ourselves.  

There is a great emphasis on that today.  Building positive self image.  Realizing your potential.  Becoming a successful person.  There is also with that emphasis – and sometime later I’m going to give indeed a series of message on that theme, “How to Love Yourself,” but I sense a quickening and a very strong warning from the Spirit in my own heart that I as a minister of the gospel must at all cost avoid a very popular danger of becoming self absorbed rather than Christ absorbed.  Of becoming more centered in psychology than in God.  There is obviously a blend between the two.  I have felt however for this time as we lead into the Easter season that I would give a series of messages which are Christ centered, Christ absorbed, a series of messages simply entitled “In Praise of Jesus Christ.”  The assumption being that as we see Jesus Christ lifted up we see what it is to really have a life that is full and free, that the more he’s lifted up as he has taught us then the more we ourselves find wholeness and meaning.

Today I want to speak to you about “The Glory of Christ’s Coming.”  My text is from 2 Corinthians 8:9 a familiar text.  “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though he was rich yet for your sake he became poor that you through his poverty might become rich.”  This great verse out of 2 Corinthians tells us three things about the glory of Christ’s coming.  

The first thing it peaks to us about is before Christ came he was rich.  

“Though he was rich,” Paul says in 2 Corinthians 8:9 four words – though he was rich.  We might just pause and look at the first three.  “Though he was…” the scriptures make it very clear that before Jesus came to Bethlehem he has always existed.  The scriptures give us very clear teaching about the pre existence of Christ.  It’s an element in Christ’s personality and nature, which is different from our own.  Here is an area that totally separates Christ from us because we have had no pre-existence.  I never existed as someone else in some other part of the world in some other century.  Contrary to popular stories that come out of people being in a hypnotic state and regressing to eighteenth century Ireland or something.  Contrary to those kinds of notions the scriptures are very clear and unequivocal upon the teaching of our origins as human beings and the each is this: “It is appointed unto man once to die and after that the judgement.”  Once to die.  If it’s therefore appointed only once to die, one cannot be in a pre-incarnated state and come back.  

If we look at other cultures we get the idea that people without the scriptures often believe crazy things about the subject of pre-existence.  The Tibetans are strong believers in reincarnation.  They believe that it’s important to do your work well now because you may come back in another form later.  If you want to come back as a human being you’d better behave and be good.  They don’t kill any living thing; it might be an ancestor come back.  People in America who want to go to Eastern religions ought to go to the East first.  

The scriptures teach that there is only one person in human history who ever had a pre-existence.  His name is Jesus.  He says in testimony in John 8:58 “Before Abraham was I am.”  Though he was and though he was rich the scriptures tell us before Christ came he was rich.  In what sense was he rich?  Two things that speak of his wealth.  


One is his relationship to his Father.  If you were to ask me, What is the greatest value to you?  I’d say my family.  You would say your family.  If it required the selling of everything to have to save a member of my family I would sell everything I had because they are most valuable to me.  When therefore we count riches of Christ with God before the foundation of the world, we don’t start talking about all the things he owned in the ivory palaces and the streets of gold.  We talk about his relationship with the Father.  “Who being in the very nature of God did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped.”  Who as John say was “with God, face to face with God and was God.”  

Immediately when we speak of Jesus’ relationship with the Father we are face to face with the great mystery, which lies at the core of Christian truth.  That Jesus is both the Son of God and God.  That God somehow on the one hand was one.  “Hear O Israel, the Lord thy God is one.”  Deuteronomy 6:4.  Yet on the other hand he’s Father, Son and Spirit – without being three separate gods.  The One, yet Father, Son and Spirit.  

The Son before his incarnation, before He came in the flesh was God and indeed the Son of God.  This is a mystery.  The opening of the scriptures telegraphed this mystery to us when the scripture says in Genesis 1, “Let us make man…” in Hebrew when you have a plural noun you always take a plural verb with it.  But “Let us” is in the plural and the verb “make” is in the singular which expresses the fact that the Hebrew writer understood the fact – maybe he didn’t understand it but wrote it by revelation of the Spirit that God is the plural in intensity and yet is singular in his essence.  “Let us make man after our own likeness [in our own image].”  

We stagger when we try to describe Jesus’ relationship with God from eternity.  I’m not sure I’ll ever understand the trinity or the full nature of Christ’s being.  

I don’t understand this thing I have in my hand which is my son’s pocket calculator which he got for Christmas.  I know that I push the button on and a number flies on.  I push other numbers and things come out.  I don’t have the foggiest idea how it works.  It’s a total mystery to me.  If you took it apart for me and showed me the back and all the computer chips and whatever they have in there, I still wouldn’t understand it.  You could teach me for five years how this thing works and I have the most non mechanical mind.  I am absolutely unteachable in that area.  I wouldn’t understand it all.

There are some advantages of being so unteachable in a given area like that.  Whenever my wife wants me to do something mechanical around the house I always have two excuses.  One is I don’t know how it works and I could never possibly understand it.  Second, is my back hurts.  

If I don’t understand a pocket calculator I’m not going to try to tell you I know everything about the relationship of Christ with God before the foundation of the world.  I simply say to you that is a revelation of scripture.  A doctrine of scripture.  What we don’t understand we resort to Deuteronomy “The secret things belong to the Lord our God but the things he has revealed belong to us and to our children.”  As the Son of God and as God Jesus bears all the character and quality of God.  He is all powerful.  He is all knowing.  He is all present.  He is eternal.  He’s perfectly holy.  He is immutable.  He’s perfectly loving.  He is according to Hebrews the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being.  So deep is the love of the Father for the Son that the Father would let the whole human race perish if the Son requested to be rescued from his saving effort.  Jesus says this in Matthew 26:53 “Do you not think I could call on my Father and he would send, put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels.”  When Jesus faces the cross he knows if he gave the word to the Father, the Father would cut all the plans in order to rescue his Son from death if the Son requested it.  Jesus is absolutely secure in the love of God the Father from the foundation of everything, which is the beginning, which has no beginning.  He has wealth in His relationship with the Father.  

And he is wealthy in his relationship to creation.  “Through him all things were made without him was not made anything that was made.”  Paul says in Galatians 1:16 “For by Him all things were created.  Things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities.  All things were created by him and for him.”  That’s why Jesus can speak to raging storms and they quiet down.  He is the creator who through the breath of his mouth brought the world into being.  In the heavens before he came he had the service, the love, the fellowship of all the heavenly host.  He created them.  Beyond creation of all living things he is the owner and creator of every atom in the universe.  How wealthy he is!  He upholds and he sustains all things by the word of his power.  

In this century man has done many wonderful things and perhaps the pinnacle was the headline that read several years ago, “Man on the Moon.”  But the most marvelous thing that’s ever happened is the New Testament telling us that the greatest story is not man on the moon.  The greatest story is God on the earth.  This great God in the person of Jesus Christ came and dwelt among us.  So we learn that before he came he was rich.

The second great truth we learn about the glory of his coming is that in coming he became poor.  The word, by the way, that Paul uses – there’s two possible words in the Greek.  He chooses the word, which describes the person who is really poor.  Not even a person who has advantage of having a welfare check.  But the person who is bereft of all support whatever.  The person who is totally abjectly destitute.  He became poor.  

Jesus in his preexistent wealth you could you could say that when a person leaves the kind of glory he had with God if he came into the world as the greatest king that ever reigned it would still be becoming poor for him.  The greatest of earth’s pomp and riches could never compare with the glory he had before he came.  But when he came he took the nature of a slave.  He appeared as a man.  He humbled himself.  He became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  

Even in the Old Testament Moses, God’s servant renounced the luxury of a palace to identity with God’s people.  Jesus, the Son, never had any earthly riches to renounce.  He left the riches of his preexistent life with God.  He laid aside the power, the prestige, the dignity, and the privilege that we associate with God and he became poor.  

How poor did he become?  He became poor in money.  He became poor in position.  No one regarded him.  He became poor in not even having a place to lay his head.  “Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests but the Son of man has no where to lay his head.”  He became poor in that he was despised and rejected by men.  And he because so poor that the last thing he left was stripped from him and gambled away as he hung one the cross – his clothes taken by the soldiers.  And when he was buried they placed him in a tomb not his own but borrowed.  He became poor.  

I try to relate my analogy this matter of becoming poor.  As a little kid around ten years of age or so we lived for a short time in Oklahoma in a city of about 7000 people near Tulsa.  The one Halloween I spent in that town, I looked forward to going out on Halloween.  But dad had a rule though we could never wear masks because the Tibetans always wore masks so we always had to go out dressed as bums.  This one place I was looking forward to going to.  To me it was the biggest house in town – a two story red brick house.  In it lived the wealthiest man in town.  I was knocking on his door at Halloween.  I knocked on the door, the maid comes out and looks at me and says very meanly “Have you been here before?”  I was sort of taken back.  I said no.  She gave me a nickel.  There in Oklahoma in 1951 a nickel was a lot of money.  I should have been grateful.  But you know what my reaction was?  “Cheapskate!  He’s the richest man in town and he’s only handing out nickels.”  I thought he should have given more.  

God owns all the cattle on the hills and all the gold under the hills when he gave to us did not give some leftover, did not give some nickel or penny.  But he gave his best – his Son.  He became poor.  Paul says, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  You know it not just intellectually but you know it in your heart.  Paul says that because he’s right in the middle to the Corinthian believers to send an offering to people they’ve never known who are in worse place than they themselves – that is the Jerusalem saints.  He’s saying here’s why you ought to give because your model ought to be that of Christ Jesus.  If Christ left the glory and the riches of heaven, laid his privilege aside to come then how much more are we to be moved on behalf of one another.  You know it.  He became glory.

The third glory of his coming is described by Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:9.  “By coming he made us rich.  He was rich.  He became poor and the end result we became rich.”  

I searched through the New Testament to see in what way Christ benefited from coming.  What was in it for him?  Did he pick up more titles?  How could you get more titles that Christ – the very God of very God.  The Son of God.  The eternal.  The great I am.  

Did he pick up more universes to govern?  He creates the universes.  Nothing more could be given to him than he already had before he came.  

So what does he get out of coming?  In an autobiographical revelation in John 17 he simply prays “Father, glorify thou me with the glory I had with thee before.”  He simply asks that as an end result of his coming, the Father would simply reinstate to him the glory he had before he came.  He asks nothing more.  Search as I will I only found one thing that the Lord got as a result for all of his labors of becoming poor for us.  The only thing he got was us.  You and me.  

We now are his riches – the church, his bride.  It is we for whom he came.  In betrothing himself to us he made us rich.  

What do you need that money can’t buy?  A good night’s sleep.  A fear that never lives again.  A home where love is growing.  A life so good it must not end.  Money is a pauper.  Only God is rich.  He has invested in the things you need but can’t afford.  Welcome to some answers.  Let us share with you the God who gives himself away.  He gives us answers.

How are we rich in the Lord?  If I were to categorize, make a list, we’d be here forever.  I key momentary on three ways, which we are rich.  We are rich through Christ’s coming in that now we know the living God.  

I was thinking again this last week how I really came to a solid faith in Christ.  I was a junior in college, grown up in a Christian home, made a profession as a Christian but by the time I was a junior I was beginning to walk away from God in my heart because I got my eyes on some people who were very hypocritical and their lack of consistency in their life became to me the sort of signal that Christianity was not real.  

A person came to the college and gave a week’s lecture on the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He presented a basis for the Christian faith rooted in Christ, how Jesus must either be a legend, a liar, a lunatic, or our Lord.  The only answer that made rational sense was that he is Lord.  I know in my heart that at the beginning of the week I was walking away from Christ and at the end of the week I knew that I would always walk with Christ the rest of my life.  I knew the living God.  

Many of you have had that experience of coming to Christ, experience which is centered on objective reality.  The objective reality that Christ really died for our sins and really rose again from the dead.  And we really are his children if we confess with our heart and believe also that he is the Lord.  He is faithful and just to us and forgives us of all of our sins.  That objective reality is accompanied at one point or another in our Christian experience.  For some it’s the first second.  For others it takes some time before the root begins to sink into the emotions.  But it comes from the subjective side that we really are God’s children because the Spirit bears witness in our heart that we are God’s own.  We know the living God.  

I know who I am.  I know who God is.  I know where this human race started from.  I know where it is now and I know where it is headed.  I know my own personal destiny.  I know why I was born.  I know what will happen to me when I die and I know why I’m here now.  I know that because I know the living God.  

The second riches we have in Christ is we have forgiveness of sin.  Forgiveness.  Forgiveness has at least two dimensions to it.  One forgiveness erases the past in God’s sight.  I’m a very poor hand writer.  Only two or three people in the world can read my handwriting.  I sometimes wish there were somebody who could come along after me and erase and write in like it should be written.  But alas that hasn’t happened.  But I know somebody has come after me in my life and has written out the crookedness of my life and replaced it with his straight line.  Jesus Christ who forgives sin.  

Not only that forgiveness is paying dept that we cannot pay ourselves.  I know he has paid my debt.  

We don’t see this much in California because eof strict sign ordinances but many time in the Midwest or South or East you’ll find hand lettered signs on the side of the road.  This sign was written on a large rock in southern West Virginia.  A highway sign that somebody had crawled up to and scratched it out with white wash.  It said this: You must pay for your sins.  That sign day after day was there until somebody got the courage to crawl up there and wrote underneath it in smaller letters but legible from the highway.  They added this, “If you have already paid, please disregard this notice.”

That’s exactly what the Lord has done for us.  You must pay for your sins but if he has already paid please disregard the notice.  

The third great riches that we have in the Lord is we have eternal life.  That is easy to say.  How very difficult that is to comprehend.  “God so loved the world that He gave his only Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place for you that where I am there you may be also.  In my Father’s house are many mansions.”  Jesus tells us that when we come to him we begin an eternal relationship.  We are eternal people.  Our riches are in him.  

I find that as a Christian person that I am torn in this matter of eternal life between the desire to live now and yet the recognition that I have eternal life with Christ.  If I were to give the audience the option this morning and say, How many of you would like to begin your experience in heaven today?  We’ll make it possible for you to do that.  I doubt if I would get many takers.  Maybe a few of you who are depressed today.  But most of you would say I know there’s eternal life there but I’ve got some things yet to do.  

God has made us that way to have this twin desire to both live now and to recognize that we have eternal life.  

Although we know we have eternal life God has nevertheless purposed to put it in our hearts to want to live now and give us work to do.  It is one thing to face crisis as a Christian and know that if the worse comes to pass we are hid with Christ in God.  And that eternal life doesn’t begin someday when I stand in God’s presence.  But eternal life began the day I opened my life to Jesus Christ.  That’s how the New Testament describes it.  Eternal life began the moment I opened my life to Jesus Christ.  Has Christ made us rich?  Oh yes!  He has made us rich with life now, with purpose now, and with eternal life.  

Someone wrote another verse to “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine.”  It hasn’t made it into print but I came across it one time.  It describes this gift of eternal life.  “Wonderful savior, wonderful friend.  Wonderful life that never will end.  Wonderful place he’s gone to prepare.  Wonder of wonders!  I will be there.”  And you’ll be there if your heart is open to Christ.  

The glory of his coming.  He was rich.  He became poor and you became rich.  


Our Lord, we thank You for these moments we’ve had to honor your name.  To lift up your name in this place, to lift up your name in our hearts.  Now Lord come into lives that have not been open to you.  Move in your gracious way to be the Lord and savior of all.  We come to you Lord Jesus and ask for your presence especially now as we issue an invitation to follow you.  In Christ.  Amen.  
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