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Until Easter time we’re in a series called “In Praise of Jesus Christ.”  Last week we looked at the them “The Glory of His Coming.”  Today I want for us to look at the theme, “The Glory of His Person.”  

A brief text from John’s gospel – 19:5.  Pilate brings the wounded Christ out to face the throne and in so doing he speaks a word called in the modern translation which you have “Here is the man.”  Perhaps a better translation would read “Look at the man” or best of all the King James translation, which puts it this way “Behold the man.”  

That’s what we propose today.  To simply behold Jesus Christ and his person.  

There are so many ways we could describe our Lord.  We could describe him in terms of the characteristics of the beatitudes where he gives us he personality complex that he wants in his people.  Traits like being poor in spirit.  About mourning, a certain kind of ability to be touched with the sadness of life.  About being meek and hungry and thirsty after righteousness.  And merciful and pure in heart and being a peace maker.  And even being joyful when persecuted for righteousness’ sake.  We could describe the person of our Lord in terms of the fruit of the Spirit where we are told in Galatians that we are to be filled with.  The fruit of the Spirit are nothing other than the aspects of Christ’s personality being relived in our lives through the power of the Spirit.  So Jesus in terms of the fruit of the Spirit is a manifestation in his personality of love and joy and peace, and patience and kindness and goodness and faithfulness, gentleness, self control.  

In talking about the person of our Lord we could even describe him in terms of Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 13:4-6 “The Lord is Love.  He is therefore patient and kind.  He does not envy.  He does not boast.  He is not proud.  He is not rude.  He does not seek his own self interest.  He is not easily angered.  He keeps no record of wrong.  He does not delight in evil but rejoices in the truth.  Jesus Christ.  Always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  

Anywhere we look in the New Testament to describe the personality of our Lord we would find him in the words of the song of songs – altogether lovely.  When we pray, “O God make me beautiful within,” we are simply praying that the person of Jesus Christ would be relived in us.  To try to describe the Lord Jesus Christ and the glory of his person in one message is like trying to describe the glory of the universe in one message.  It is simply impossible.  

There’s so many ways we could approach talking about the glory of our Lord.  I have chosen simply to share with you today some personal observations that I have had as I have encountered Jesus in the gospels.  

I want to speak about the glory of his person basically in terms of two broad themes.  One relates to his development as a child and adolescent and his silent years before he began his ministry.  And that theme I would simply call “The Glory of His Ordinary Extraordinary Human Development.”  The Lord had an ordinary development in a certain kind of sense in that Jesus as a child and as a young man experienced natural and normal growth, natural and normal manhood.  He had to learn how to eat like you and I.  He had to learn the alphabet.  He had to learn how to read.  He had to learn how to respond.  In every respect he was made like unto us.  Luke 2:52 says that Jesus grew and increased in wisdom and stature and favor with God and man.  This means that in his month on earth he was not reciting the Lord’s prayer to the entertainment of all the people that gathered in the living room.  He did not come fully formed in that sense.  He grew.  His thirty silent years were broken by only one instance where we see him in the temple at the age of twelve.  In other respects the marvel of his person that full of glory as he was the word becoming flesh he was among us in such an ordinary way.  

This silence in the New Testament about the early development of Jesus before he was thirty bothered some of the Christians in the second and third century.  They sought to strip away this ordinariness in Christ by inventing apocryphal stories about him.  Some of these stories said these things.  That for example when the holy family was fleeing to Egypt from Herod that dragons came and assailed them.  But Jesus descended from his mother’s arms and stood before the dragons and they adored him.  

Lions and panthers reverently showed Joseph and Mary the way to Egypt.  And palm trees bent their branches to furnish the holy family something to eat.  Jesus when he was a child according to these stories made dried fish live.  He molded sparrows from clay when he was bored so that he could have something to play with.  He blew breath into them and they flew away.  When a boy one day accidentally bumped into him, the child Jesus according to these reports slayed him and when the parents complained he struck the parents blind.

These stories tell you more about the Christians of the second or third century than they tell you about Jesus.  

When one of Jesus’ playmates fell from a roof and was killed, the dead boy’s parents accused Jesus of throwing him down.  And Jesus brought the boy back to life just long enough to report that it was an accident.  

When he was six years of age, Jesus went to the well to get a pitcher of water and the pitcher broke so he brought the water home in the folds of his cloak.  He made clay animals walk.  He colored clods all the hues the desirer wished out of one indigo vat.  He changed boys to goats and then back to boys again.  

He lengthened and shortened timbers by touching them so as to make Joseph’s work a little bit easier in the carpentry shop.  One day a snake bit a friend of his and so he made the snake suck all the venom back out of the boy so that he boy lived and the snake died.  

One day he even divided the River Jordan so he could walk across it.  

All of these talks trying to make Jesus in his childhood and adolescence something more than God had really called him to be.  He was ordinary in those years.  The gospels tell us very few thing about those years of silence.  We know that he lived in Nazareth.  Nazareth we know that after the age of twelve we never find mention of his earthly father Joseph mentioned in the biblical record again.  We know from the gospels that he had other brothers and sisters and therefore the oldest child had family responsibility.  We know that he became a carpenter and perhaps he supported his family after Joseph died.  We know that he did not impress people in his own hometown with his wisdom or with any miracles because when he began doing them they were taken by utter surprise.  

It’s always a great encouragement to me when I was in school training for the ministry that Jesus waited until he was thirty to begin his public ministry.  He took care of his ordinary responsibilities and then God brought him to a sphere of public responsibility.  If the Lord could do this I could perhaps as a young person give my detail and attention to things that on the world’s scale didn’t look all that major or important.  From watching Christ just doing small things well that brings grace to ordinary life.  And the gospels lets us know the glory of Jesus is that there’s a certain ordinariness about his development that is in itself a marvel.  As simplicity is always a marvel when it is truly simple and right.  

But the Lord was more than ordinary.  I wouldn’t demean him to simply say he was ordinary and nothing more.  There were aspects about his development prior to the age of thirty that were extraordinary that marked the nature of grace in his person.  His birth is certainly extraordinary.  There is no one else who has ever had a birth like Jesus – born of a virgin.  His grasp of self identity at the age of twelve was extraordinary.  He comes to the temple and everyone in the temple including the doctors of religion are amazed at both the answers to questions which he is asked and the questions which he himself raises.  

He at this time our equivalent in the sixth grade.  The Jewish bar-mitzvah time.  He has a tremendous grasp of who he is.  

Out of these two towns – Bethlehem and Nazareth – came one whom there has never been one like.  Jesus in his extraordinariness as a sixth grader understood his mission.

Not only that but his extraordinariness in the first thirty years was his sinlessness.  Here is one without sins.  God made him to be sin who knew no sin that we through his righteousness might be acquitted before God.  

Well can we say along with witnesses of Jesus “I find no fault in him.”  Look at Jesus in those years of growing and maturation.  He never disobeyed his parents.  To be sinless meant he never sassed his parents.  He never lied about his brothers or his sisters to get them into trouble.  He never tortured an animal.  He never tied a can to the tail of a cat.  He never vandalized or stole.  He never had a temper tantrum.  He never yielded to sexual temptation.  He never yielded to hatred toward the oppressing government.  In these respects his development is extraordinary.  

As we look at his life as the gospel presents it following the beginning of his public ministry we find tremendous balance of his personality characteristics.  That is the second broad theme that I speak to in respect to the glory of Christ’s person.  There’s not only the ordinariness, extraordinariness of his development but there is the tremendous balance of his human characteristic.  It’s easy to make a make a catalogue of qualities, which entered into his human character.  But the blending and the harmony and the perfection of those qualities, the delight and the charm, who can express them?  

There are five ways I want to glory in the person of Jesus and his earthly ministry as it reflects his person.  

This blend of characteristics first of all manifests itself in that Jesus is both authoritative and humble.  Authoritative.  He comes to men who some of them are in their early thirties, some in their early twenties.  He stands before them almost as one unknown to them and comes with such power that he appears at their place of labor where they own fishing boats or a tax collector’s office and have the franchise on the market in the area.  He simply says to them, “Follow Me,” and they leave everything they have and follow him.  

He still commands us today Follow Him.  And we still respond to the call.  He says without any hesitation of embarrassment or fear of contradiction, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father but by me.”  

Yet, how often is it the case that a person who is authoritative doesn’t have the balance in personality mix that involves being humble.  Some people wear authority as though to be in a position of authority is to order people around.  Persons who get involved in this sort of thing you will generally find are in submission to no one.  They would like everyone to be submitted to them.  But they themselves will not live in submission to anyone.  

Jesus, though he was authoritative, lived in humility before us.  He said to the disciples, “Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart.”  He said to the disciples again, “Whoever would be first among you, let him be your servant.”  And he demonstrates his gentleness and humility by in the room of the Last Supper beginning the occasion by taking a towel and himself with his own hands wiping the feet of the disciples.

[end of tape]
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